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	This document is created for the initial baseline and then for each major development item.  It is the cover page to the life cycle document that describes the overall translation of the design from the requirements (Approved Test Plan).  It describes how the software requirements are translated into design, test implications, how it should be documented, and what it impacts.  This is used to produce and approve life-cycle documents during the Requirements and Design Phase.

	Unique Identification Number (UID):  

	Description:  (High level description of the major components of the software design)
Include:
· Functionality (the functions the software is to perform)
· Performance (the time-related issues of software operation such as speed, recovery and response time)
· Design (constraints imposed on implementation phase activities – elements that will restrict design operations)
· Attributes (non-time related issues of software operation such as portability, access control, and maintainability)
· External Interfaces (interactions with people, hardware, and other software)

	Technical Description:  (Theoretical basis, mathematical model, control flow, data flow, control logic, data structure, numerical methods, physical models, process flow, process structures, and applicable relationship between data structure and process standards)


	Design:  (The design described in a manner that can be translated into code)
Include:
· A description of the allowable or prescribed ranges for inputs and outputs
· Applicable reference drawings, specifications, codes, standards, regulations, procedures, or instructions that establish software design requirement test, inspection and acceptance criteria

	Implementation Details:  (How the component should be implemented.  Include test cases and associated criteria that are traceable to the software requirements and design documentation.)


	Collateral Impact:  (Other components of the software that will need to be changed – not needed for initial baseline)


	Unit Testing:  (A description of the approach to be taken for intended test activities based on the requirements and design that specify the hardware and software configuration to be used during test execution.  Basic tests to be performed at the “development level” before the source code is transferred into production.  Include acceptance criteria.)


	Testing Impact:  (How will this change affect existing working tests?  Note design changes that will impact existing regression testing.  If this is a change, are any new tests required to effectively test this design change?)


	User Documentation:  (How/where will the user documentation need to be updated, for example, a new example, screens or additions to existing displays on the production system?)


	Related Design:  (Reference related design dependencies, for example the System Tool Architecture Specification)
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I have evaluated the design plan; needed configuration control items are identified, the translation of requirements into design is appropriate, and traceability is established.
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