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Solicitation Number: 	DE-SOL-0009072
Title:  	Office of Environmental Management Richland Operations Office Richland Acquisitions– Post Fiscal Year 2018 Contract(s) Acquisition Planning

THIS ANNOUNCEMENT IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) ONLY.  THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS A COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO AWARD A CONTRACT.  

No solicitation is available.  This RFI is released pursuant to FAR Part 15.201(e), Exchanges with Industry, and is issued for the purpose of conducting market research.

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Environmental Management (EM) is currently in the acquisition planning phase for potential upcoming competitive procurement(s) for the environmental cleanup projects and Hanford Site infrastructure and services at the Richland Operations Office (RL) hereafter referred to as “Richland Acquisitions – Post Fiscal Year 2018 Contract(s).”  Established in 1943, the Hanford Site’s original mission was to produce plutonium for national defense.  Operations to make the raw materials for nuclear weapons continued until the late 1980s.  The waste remaining from those operations is a potential threat to human health and the environment including the Columbia River.  In 1989, Hanford’s mission shifted from production of weapons material to waste management and environmental cleanup.  RL is responsible for the oversight of the Hanford Site environmental cleanup for EM.  

The purpose of this RFI is to solicit input from interested parties with the specialized capabilities necessary to meet all or part of the requirements of the elements of scope for the upcoming competitive procurement(s) for the environmental cleanup projects and Hanford Site infrastructure and services at RL.  Information is provided on the EM Consolidated Business Center (EMCBC) website to assist industry with the preparation of interested parties’ capability statements (as defined later in this announcement) https://www.emcbc.doe.gov/SEB/RichlandPost2018/.  The information on the EMCBC website will be updated as it becomes available; therefore, interested parties should monitor the EMCBC website for additional information.  Within these capability statements, DOE is seeking feedback from interested parties regarding options for innovative approaches for the performance of scope elements as well as insight into potential contracting alternatives to achieve the EM goals for the environmental cleanup projects and Hanford Site Infrastructure and Services at RL.  

Due to the preliminary stage of this planning activity, there is no Performance Work Statement available at this time.  The anticipated number of procurements, types of contracts, periods of performance, amount of funding, or set aside possibilities are to be determined.  The major elements of scope include, but are not limited to:  

· Base operations needed to support Hanford cleanup
· Operate key waste management facilities, maintain minimum safe operations and essential site-wide services for Hanford nuclear and nonnuclear facilities (project base operations, safeguards and security, directed/regulatory/stake-holder support, etc.)
· Maintain infrastructure
· Provide occupational medicine services
· Groundwater base operations
· Maintain Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA) compliance
· Contain key contaminants and treat contaminated groundwater
· K Basin sludge transfer
· Complete transfer of the K West Basin sludge to the Central Plateau
· Provide critical site infrastructure
· Establish necessary infrastructure to support start up and continued operations of the Waste Treatment Plant 
· Complete necessary site infrastructure upgrades to support startup and continued operations of the Tank Waste Characterization Facility, Low Activity Waste Pretreatment System,  and the Direct-Feed Low-Activity Waste Facility (includes electrical, water, and roadways)
· Complete necessary site infrastructure upgrades to support tank waste retrievals 
· Complete necessary infrastructure upgrades to sustain the site mission
· Complete capsule transfer from the Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility to dry storage
· Complete design and construction of a storage facility, and transfer 1,936 cesium/strontium capsules (about 100 million curies) to dry storage
· Retrieve and enable shipping of transuranic waste to Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
· Retrieve and enable shipping of transuranic waste stored in alpha caissons
· Retrieve and enable shipping of buried and other transuranic wastes
· Develop and implement the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order, also known as the Tri-Party Agreement, M-91 milestone waste disposition capability
· Expand groundwater and vadose zone cleanup and reduce key long-term threats
· Implement additional groundwater remedies required by the River Corridor and Central Plateau Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability act of 1980 (CERCLA) Records of Decision (RODs)--expand CERCLA Operable Units 200-UP-1 Cr+6, 100-NR-2 apatite barrier and 300 Area uranium sequestration Phase I and 2
· Implement 200 East groundwater remedies (CERCLA Operable Units BP-5/PO-1)
· Implement groundwater well network expansions (100-K Area, CERCLA Operable Unit 100-HR-3, C Tank Farm Area)
· Complete CERCLA Operable Unit 200-DV-1 data acquisition and treatability testing
· Conduct ongoing groundwater well decommissioning
· Complete River Corridor CERCLA final decisions through submittal of the Remedial Design/Remedial  Action Work Plan Rev. 0 for CERCLA Operable Units 100-BC-5 and 100-KR-4
· Complete Central Plateau Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) documents and obtain RODs
· Complete remaining River Corridor cleanup
· Complete 300-296 waste site remediation, 324 Building D4 and 618-11 burial ground remediation
· Conduct any additional soil remediation if required by the final CERCLA RODs
· Complete any necessary Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility expansions
· Complete dewatering, demolition and removal of 105-KW Fuel Storage Basin
· Complete K Reactors Interim Safe Storage
· Complete the remainder of K Area facility D4 and waste site remediation

· Prepare for canyon demolition
· Conduct demolition preparation and hazard reduction in canyon facilities
· Complete canyon characterization (B Plant, PUREX and REDOX)
· Complete RI/FS documents and continue obtaining RODs (B Plant, PUREX and REDOX)
· Perform canyon interim facility surveillance and maintenance (B Plant, PUREX, REDOX)
· Complete above grade demolition of U Plant Canyon, remediate adjacent waste sites and install protective barrier
· Treat K Basin sludge
· Treat and enable shipment of K-Basins sludge
· Continue Cleanup of the Central Plateau
· Remediate waste sites
· D4 Central Plateau facilities
· Continue RCRA Treatment, Storage and Disposal Unit closures 
· Complete Non-Radioactive Dangerous Waste Landfill barrier installation

DOE is also seeking interested parties with specialized capabilities necessary to successfully perform all or a portion of the elements of scope defined above to further determine whether or not all or a portion of the work can be set-aside for small businesses, 8(a), Economically Disadvantaged Women-owned Small Businesses, women-owned small businesses, HUBZone small businesses, veteran-owned small businesses, or service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses.  

Capability Statements should include the following information as appropriate and applicable:  

1) Describe your ability and approach, including rationale, to meeting all or a portion of the specific scope elements.  DOE is interested in cutting edge thinking, inventiveness, and other ways for DOE to be more effective in accomplishing work.

2) Provide approaches for the division or aggregation of scope elements, including rationale, as well as insight into contracting alternatives (number of procurement(s), types of contract(s) including Architect-Engineer Services, periods of performance, set aside possibilities, incentives, etc.) to achieve the EM goals for the environmental cleanup projects and Hanford Site infrastructure and services at RL.

3) Discuss how you would mitigate the impacts of possible variability of funding.  Discuss your views and rationale for structuring work scope, your recommended corresponding contracts, and any contract incentives to maximize safe and efficient work performance over a possible range of funding.

4) Identify all challenges and risks (technical, regulatory, schedule, financial, funding availability, and any others) in performing the scope elements.  Identify how your organization would mitigate any risks (including recommendations for DOE) such that there is reasonable assurance of successful performance.  Also identify, including rationale, how a specific division and/or aggregation of scope element(s) or potential contracting alternatives could be utilized to mitigate such risks.  Describe any concerns that would prevent your company from proposing on the potential procurements.

5) Identify potential areas, including rationale, within any element of scope that may be appropriate for a fixed price or Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (ID/IQ) contract structure along with any associated pricing challenges and risks.  Provide specific feedback for type of information required from DOE to support development of a fixed price or ID/IQ proposal for any element of scope.  

6) Discuss your experience in implementation of environmental, safety and health plans related to your (and any teaming partners) work on industrial and/or nuclear facilities.  This discussion should address your approach to complying with federal and state laws, regulations, and directives, (i.e., 29 CFR 1910 Occupational Safety and Health, 10 CFR 830 and 10 CFR 835 related to Nuclear Safety, Quality, and Occupational Radiological Protection; 10 CFR 851 Worker Safety and Health; etc.).  Discuss how you have implemented a safety culture within your organization.

7) The contractor may be required to participate in the multi-employer pension and welfare benefits plans for the existing workforce covered by such plans while performing the requirements of any resultant procurement supporting the EM goals for the environmental cleanup projects and Hanford Site infrastructure and services at RL.  Discuss your experience (or that of any teaming partners) in sponsoring employer pension and benefit plans at DOE sites. 

8) This work will be conducted throughout multiple areas and facilities within the Hanford Site and will require interface with other contractors on the site.  Discuss your experience regarding such interfaces.  Provide examples of previous experience and describe your company or teaming arrangement’s experience in managing and integrating all of the work similar to specific elements of scope included in your Capability Statement under a single contract.  Also describe your experience in managing and integrating the work of subcontractors who would perform specialty functions or subcontractor employees working within the site’s organizational matrix.

9) Describe your experience in a complex regulatory environment with respect to problem-solving, working with various stakeholders, tribal governments, Citizens Advisory Boards, and regulatory agencies at the state and federal level to collaboratively address problems and challenges. 

10) Summary of Experience and Performance Record (past five years).  Identify all DOE, other Government, or other commercial experience relevant to this RFI (include contract number, date, scope, duration, client, and contracting agency contact).

Small business teams or joint ventures shall identify the socio-economic status of each member and shall provide the capabilities of each member, as well as a description of the work that each member would perform under a contract, keeping in mind the requirements of FAR Clause 52.219-14, Limitations on Subcontracting.  

All interested parties are hereby invited to submit a capability statement, of no more than twenty pages, no smaller than 12 point font, and no more than 20 megabytes (MB) total for an electronic transmission to the procurement mailbox.  The Government will review each capability statement based on the interested parties’ (and that of teaming partners when applicable) demonstrated qualifications, capabilities, expertise, experience and past performance in each of the scope areas specified to their area of interest and expertise.  Interested parties are requested to provide each firm’s name, point of contact, phone number, email, address of firm, CAGE Code, and DUNS Number.  

The Government will not reimburse preparation costs nor otherwise provide compensation for any information that is provided in response to this announcement.  All capability statements shall be submitted electronically to the following e-mail address: Richlandpost2018@emcbc.doe.gov, no later than 12:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on Wednesday, November 25, 2015.  Any questions pertaining to the announcement should also be directed to the same e-mail address: Richlandpost2018@emcbc.doe.gov.  DOE personnel may contact firms responding to this announcement to clarify a responder’s capabilities and other matters as part of this market research process.

In addition to the RFI, DOE plans to provide two site tours to interested parties, one tour is for the cleanup projects, and one tour is for the Hanford Site infrastructure and services; both tours are planned for Tuesday November 17, 2015.  DOE also plans to conduct an up to 45 minute One-on-One Information Exchange session with each invited interested party, November 18-20, 2015.

Interested parties desiring to participate in the tour(s) and/or the One-on-One Information Exchanges are requested to provide the firm’s name, address, names of representatives and contact information, and a clear indication of which of the tours the representatives desire to attend and if the representatives will participate in the One-on-One Information Exchange with DOE no later than 12:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on Monday, November 2, 2015.  Only United States Citizens (no foreign nationals) are authorized to participate and space is limited to two representatives for each interested party.  DOE will send the interested parties specific date, time, and locations for the tours and the information exchange sessions.

DOE reserves the right to use any and all information submitted by, or obtained from, an interested party in any manner DOE determines is appropriate, including, but not limited to, the creation of a competitive solicitation.  An interested party shall not include any classified information in its response.  Also, an interested party should avoid including any business confidential, and/or proprietary information in its response.  However, if an interested party must submit such information, the information must be clearly marked, and sufficient justification provided as to why such information is business confidential and/or proprietary.  DOE will review said information and safeguard it appropriately.
Source Selection Information – See FAR 2.101 and 3.104

