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1. OBJECTIVE 

The Radioactive Materials Handling Facility (RMHF) serves as a storage area for 
radioactive waste generated during ETEC closure activities, and is the staging point for 
outgoing shipments of radioactive material and waste to approved disposal sites.  The RMHF 
is an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) Permitted Facility for the storage and treatment of mixed hazardous waste (Permit 
CA389009000).  The facility is currently managed in a safe shutdown condition. 

 

This Procedure describes the maintenance and surveillance activities required for 
RMHF compliance with applicable federal, state and local regulations and The Boeing 
Company policies.  Included in these activities are the normal opening and closing sequences 
for the facility, identification of facility alarms and appropriate responses, radiological 
monitoring and routine inspection requirements for the proper storage of radioactive and 
mixed wastes on site. 

2. REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

1. EPA-00046 – RMHF Contingency Plan 
 

3. OPENING THE RMHF 

1. Enter the facility through the B/4034 east door. 

2. Sign in on the daily sign-in sheet for assigned operations personnel 

3. Sign, or verify signature on, the RMHF Facility Worker, Radiation Work Permit 

4. Enter the yard area through the B/4034 west door.  If unusual conditions are suspected, 
e.g., alarms refer to section 5 of this document for a description of the facility alarms 
and the appropriate actions to be taken. 

5. Unlock B/4021, B/4022, and B/4621 as needed. NOTE: B/4021 HEPA filtered 
ventilation system operation will be required for all operations other than routine 
inspections. 

4. SECURING THE RMHF 

1. Close and lock buildings B/4021, B/4022, B/4621 and the front vehicle access gate. 

2. Review facility sign-in sheets to verify all personnel have exited the facility and sign 
out. 

3. Lock the B/4034 west door then exit and lock the east door of the building. 
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5. ALARM SYSTEMS 

Alarms within the facility provide personnel audible and/or visual warnings of off-
normal conditions.  Actions to be taken by facility personnel depend upon the severity of the 
condition causing the alarm.  Table 1 presents a listing of the alarms within the facility, their 
functions and the appropriate responses to the alarm.   

 

Table 1: RMHF Alarms and Responses 

Alarm Type Location and  
Description Purpose Response 

 
Portable Air Monitor 

 
 
 

 
Stack Exhaust 
Monitor* 
 
Fire Sprinkler 
 
 
 
HEPA Blower-4 

 
Bell and flashing red 
light 

 
 

 
Bell and flashing red 
light at base of stack 
 
B/4688, B/4034, and 
B/4044 
 
 
Local buzzer with red 
light 

 
Monitors for airborne 
radioactive contamination 
within a specific location 
 
 
Monitors stack exhaust for 
airborne radioactivity 
 
Monitors high water flow 
in each of the three areas 
protected by sprinklers 
 
Indicates failure of B/4021 
HEPA blower 

 
Exit area and notify 
HP.  Reenter only 
with concurrence of 
HP 
 
Contact HP 
 
 
Notify the Boeing 
Communications 
Center 
 
Stop operations 
inside B/4021 and 
notify the facility HP 

 

* NOTE:  Refer to facility notification list (RMHF Contingency Plan, EPA-00046) for contact 
information during off hours. In the event of Stack Exhaust Monitor Alarm, also notify the 
Health Physics.
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6. RMHF RADIATION AND CONTAMINATION SURVEYS 

Surveys shall be conducted as determined by Radiation Safety, and are documented on Radiation 
Survey Report form 732-A.  Survey records are maintained by the facility HP, and copies are kept in 
Radiation Safety files.  Additionally, copies of the survey reports are provided to the RMHF PIC for 
review and appropriate actions as required.  Additional surveys are performed as facility operations 
dictate.   

7. RMHF SURVEILLANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

RMHF, Site Services, and Security & Fire Protection Services personnel shall conduct the 
inspections indicated below.  As a minimum these inspections shall include: the date and time of the 
inspection, the name of the person performing the inspection, a description of any observations made, 
the date and nature of any repairs made and the nature of any required remedial actions. All inspections 
shall be documented and maintained at the RMHF in accordance with applicable regulatory 
requirements. 

• Mixed waste containers and storage areas shall be inspected weekly and recorded on the 
RMHF Hazardous Waste Container Weekly Inspection Checklist (Figure 3).  

• General facility status shall be checked quarterly and be recorded on the RMHF Quarterly 
Surveillance Checklist (Figure 2). 

• RMHF fire fighting equipment and fire alarms are inspected and maintained by Security & 
Fire Protection Services personnel. 

• The status of mixed wastes at the RMHF shall be recorded in the facility operations record.  
This record consists of the RMHF Tracking System (RTS), the facility Logbook and the waste 
container Lot Followers. 
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Figure-1

  

 (Example) 
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Figure-2 (Example) 
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Figure-3 (Example) 
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