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MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

FROM: DR. ROBERT GOLDSMITH
DIRECTOR OF SAFETY O TIONS ASSURANCE
OFFICE OF SAFETY MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT: Safety Alert - Leaking Drums

Two sites have recently experienced releases of highly radioactive liquid waste during
routine drum operations. The drums failed due to extremely rapid corrosion from acidic
liquids in the waste. The releases generated airborne radioactive conditions that
challenged the ability of the sites to contain the leaks and subsequently clean up the areas.
The attached Safety Alert describes the events, highlights the potential concerns, and
recommends several actions for sites that handle drums of radioactive waste.

While recommended actions are not mandatory and a response to this Safety Alert is not
required, we will examine the response during routine assessments and site visits. If you
have any questions please call me at (301) 903-4954.

Attachment

cc: R. Lagdon, S-3
I. Triay, EM-1
D. Chung, EM-2
C. Anderson, EM-3
K. Picha, EM-20 (Acting)
T. Hutton, EM-21 (Acting)
R Murray, EM-23
K. Goodwin, EM-24
M. Letourneau, EM-41
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Distribution:

Matthew S. McCommick, Manager, Richland Operations Office (RL)

Scott L. Samuelson, Manager, Office of River Protection (ORP)

David C. Moody, Manager, Savannah River Operations Office (SR)

Edward J. Ziemianski, Acting Manager, Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO)

William E. Murphie, Manager, Portsmouth/Paducah Project Office (PPPO)

Jack R. Craig, Director, Consolidated Business Center Ohio (CBC)

Tania Smith, Acting Director, Office of Small Site Completion

Jay Rhoderick, Director, Office of Large Site Support

John Sattler, Federal Project Director, Brookhaven Federal Project Office (BNL)
Steven Feinberg, Manager, Separations Process Research Unit (SPRU)

Bryan Bower, Director, West Valley Demonstration Project Office (WVDP)

Donald Metzler, Director, Moab Federal Project Office (MOAB)

James Cooper, Deputy Manager for Idaho Cleanup Project (ID)

John R. Eschenberg, Assistant Manager for Environmental Management, Oak Ridge
Office (OR)

Kevin Bazzell, Federal Project Director, Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC)



